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“Well done, good and faithful servant; 
thou has been faithful over a few things, 
I will make thee ruler over many 
things: enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord.” 
Matt. 25:23 
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¢ Editorial 
THANK YOU REVEREND BEDIKIAN 


This issue of the AMAA NEWS is gratefully dedicated to the Reverend Antranig 
Arakel Bedikian who entered his eternal rest on February 17, 1980, at the age of 
94. A memorial service was held at the Armenian Evangelical Church of New 
York, the Church to which he gave pastoral leadership for 38 years, on Sunday, 
March 2, 1980. Ten persons representing both the Bedikian family and the in- 
stitutions and churches which he served paid tribute to him. The service was a cele- 
bration of a committed life. The tributes to the Reverend Bedikian submitted to the 
Editor, both those given at the service and others, are being reproduced in ‘the 
following pages. The AMAA’s memorial tribute, givenat the services by the Editor, 


is this issue’s editorial: 


-A week aao I received a letter from an in-law of the 

Reverend Antranig Arakel Bedikian from which I quote this 
one sentence: 
“He was a dedicated man with many faceted abilities and ac- 
complishments, the greatest and most lasting of which was, 
in my opinion, the founding of AMAA. I remember distinctly 
the indefatigable efforts he put in, along with his many 
church responsibilities, to bring the Association into being 
and put it on solid foundations.” 

The statement is so true, one could just stop at that. Some 
definitions are appropriate as a final and lasting tribute. The 
abilities mentioned were endowed qualities of greatness — 
peck intelligence, effective versatility, acute perceptivity, 

eative imagination, i i i i i 
: ies se indefatigable industry, trusting faith, 

The late and our beloved Dr. Dicran Kassouny wrote 
these words of tribute in 1975 in the Outlook which was 
dedicated to the Reverend Bedikian: “He was one who 
through a long and fruitful life has earnestly and assiduous- 
ly, with a deep sense of responsibility and calling, made 

careful use of time and talent for the spiritual enlightenment 
intellectual growth and social solidarity of his Aumenian 
people.” That was his other genius — an Armenian univer- 
sality, which he maintained while devoting himself to the more 
specific tradition of his own personal belief, the Armenian 
Evangelical Movement and its missionary outreach, the 
AMAA, which he loved like the apple of his eye and Bewed 
on a gratuitous basis with heart and soul. 

The Reverend Bedikian witnessed, and also played a 
key role, in the founding of the Association in 1918 and its 
Incorporation as a New York-based charitable organization 


in 1920. He was the major spirit to generate enthusiasm and 


rage ap aly was instrumental in making the Asso- 
spond in lovin i 

help from the Middle ames We 
The Reverend Bedikian believed in the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association because he first believed in the essential 
truth of the Gospel which is the Good News to man that 
God wills the lame to walk, the blind to see, the naked to be 
clothed, the hungry fed, the prisoner liberated. He held 
tenaciously, and well he might as a former “Fellow” in the 
Department of New Testament Studies in Chicago Universi- 
ty, to the revelation of Jesus who identified himself with the 
prediction of Isaiah, “I the Lord have called thee in righteous- 


G.H. Chopourian 


ness... . To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners 
from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the 
prison house.” He believed in the Association because he 
next believed in his people whom, like Peter the Apostle, he 
considered to be “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
dedicated nation, and a people claimed by God for his own, 
to proclaim the triumphs of him who has called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light.” The convergence of 
these two convictions illumined a flame in his heart and 
generated a great urgency to serve his people in speech and 
word, in pen and ink, and in love and service, specially be- 
tween 1923 and 1947 before lovingly placing the mantle of 
service upon a younger man, the Rev. Puzant Kalfayan, the 
first salaried Executive Secretary, as Elijah cast his mantle 
upon the prophet Elisha. His Church office became also the 
AMAA office, the executive bodies of the church, to whom 
be eternal glory, freely placing all the church facilities at the dis- 
posal of the Association. In fact, his church gave him a year’s 
leave of absence so he could travel throughout the United 
States to visit all the churches and receive their enthusiasm 
and financial support for Missions. Thus motivated, the 
Reverend Bedikian served the AMAA as a hard-working 
volunteer for twenty-five years in various capacities such as 
Executive Secretary, Recording Secretary of the Council 
which surveyed overseas needs, Editor of AMAA publica- 
tions — the Lradoo and Avetakir — Public Relations man 
and Campaigner for funds, a package few men would 
qualify to fill. 

What a glorious heritage he left behind to his successors 
who have added a few more stones to that foundation built 
upon faith, enthusiasm and love. His will be a shining 
example to be followed next to the example of the Star of 
Bethlehem — an example of hard work, selfless service, 
committed outreach, dedicated motives and action, bright 
vision of the responsibility of Christians to God and to man. 

Jointly with his beloved wife Marie, the Bedikian family 
had a constructive impact on great minds and great people. 
They were able to make many able men and women close 


LL ee 
Note: Rev. Bedikian’s Library has been obtained by the 


AMAA. The family of the deceased has designated 
that memorial gifts made to the AMAA be used for 
the expenses needed for establishing the Antranig A. 
Bedikian Memorial Library. 


aay. Antranig Bedikian as a young boy, 
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ranks to serve the AMAA. Mrs. Bedikian’s church and pro- 
fessional career as a marvelous singer contributed to a full 
and rich life both for the family and the AMAA. In fact, she 
became the Groong for the sorrowed immigrants, soothing 
their lonely pilgrimage. 

We thank God that through His Grace the Reverend 
Bedikian has left us a heritage that has emphasized the best 
in human endeavor and the highest God-directed vision. 
May the torch of intellectual, literary, religious and humani- 
tarian brightness, husband and wife together lit, continue to 


is parents, Rev. and Mrs. Arakel ‘ (Mrs. Gabriel). 
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Aridrea Ayvazian 


The old priest, who was dying, composed biniety 1 
bed and said a prayer for the repose of his sou Kk 9 God 
troubled about Heaven and Hell. What were Bea far lees: 
knows he had spent a lifetime preaching SOO OO il 
Now, at age 84, he wasn’t sure. cant 

Dimly, he saw two figures at the foot of his bed. neath 
who they were. The tall muscular one was Moses, d to the 
other was Peter the fisherman. When they cg Se react 
Priest, he got up and followed, walking through t laxies of 
his bedroom. Silently, they led him through yeas a big 
the night sky. In a far-off place, they stopped °° ansions,” 
house. “The kingdom of God is made OL ay a ron 
Peter explained. “So too is Hell. plee ingen 
you the first room of Satan's palace re assaulted by a bab- 


As the priest walked in, his ears we 
ble of alain Many people were seated at a large table. 


He knew 


Antranig and his siste 
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light the path of future generations of Armenians young and 
old. 

May his great memory give peace and consolation to his 
dear wife Marie and her kin, to his daughter Gloria and her 
husband Dr. Fred Ayvazian, and his granddaughters Leslie, 
Andrea and Gina, and sister Lucy Gabriel. 

The President of the Association, Mr. Samuel Hekemian, 
and the Board of Directors, while extending their sympathies 
to the bereaved, feel a strong sense of celebration in their 
hearts for a life that contributed its “UTMOST FOR HIS 
HIGHEST.” 


. and Mrs. A. A. Bedikian and daughter Gloria 


Leslie Ayvazian 


INSPIRATIONAL CORNER 


In the center there was a big pot of the priest’s favorite dish, 
beef stew. Although everyone in Hell had a spoon and 
could reach the pot, the people were starving. The spoon 
handles that were attached to their hands were twice as long 
as their arms. They could catch the stew, but they couldn’t 
bring it to their lips. The cries of the starving were so loud 
that the priest begged to be taken away. 

Peter and Moses took him to another mansion in a far- 
away place. Moses invited the priest to step inside the outer 
room of Paradise. There the priest saw a similar large table 
surrounded by many people. In the center was a huge pot of 
beef stew. The spoon handles were too long for human 
arms, but Bowen na_cries of complaint. No one was 


starving. All people Were, ding each other. 
P tN aa ®Hta - Jim Bishop, King Features 
3 7UUh-Agm COP 4 | 
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~ by MR. GEORGE PHILIBOSIAN 
Moderator, Armenian Evangelical Union of 
North America 

Dear Mrs. Bedikian: 

It is with a deep sense of loss and sorrow that we have 
learned of the death of your beloved husband, The Rev. 
A.A. Bedikian. 

On behalf of the Armenian Evangelical Union of North 
America, and personally, I am respectfully extending to 
you, and your dear ones, our most heartfelt condolences 
and sympathies on this sad occasion. 

Mies Rev. mec and the impact of his personality 
ve been unique in the life of our E i in thi 
monomer I yo in this 
It is a fact that the towering personality of this foremost 
scholar and theologian of our people has been in the 
forefront of any far-sighted idea than was entertained, or 
needs sae ee was accomplished, in the service of 
e enians, Evangelicals and beyond i 
ae yond, during the last 
Indeed, one can think of no other person whose life of 
achievements has been so rich and fruitful in the thorough- 
ness and depth of his thoughts, the excellence of his writ- 


_-by LESLIE AYV 
ANDERSON __|{ 


ing and preaching, and in the determined implementa- 
tion of his incessant flow of ideas, for the overall well- 
being of our people. 

I can, therefore, assure you and the rest of your bereaved 
family that the entire Armenian Community is mourning 
today the loss of this great leader of theirs. 

May your saddened days ahead be somehow more 
bearable knowing that the love, respect and admiration 
for the legacy of the incredible achievements and in- 
valuable service The Rev. Bedikian rendered to us are a 
most lasting and cherished memory for us all. 

May the soul of this noble and most accomplished serv- 
ant of our Lord and His people, a great man and a great 
Armenian, forever rest in peace. 


— by THE REV. DR. VAHAN H. 
TOOTIKIAN 


Pastor of the Armenian Congregational 
Church of Greater Detroit 
The oldest and most esteemed member of the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Ministerium, The Reverend Antranig 
Arakel Bedikian, entered his rest on February 17, 1980. 
Born in Bardizag, Turkey, Rev. Bedikian’s roots lay in 


Granddaughter of 
Rev. A.A. Bedikian 


It is an honor for me to 
stand at this pulpit where 
my grandfather stood, and 
to speak to you, his friends. 
And it is an honor for me 
to speak for my family. 

It is my feeling that 
everyone here holds some- 
thing dear and personal 
in their hearts about Rev. 
A.A. Bedikian. It is as 
though he has given us all 
individually wrapped Gifts 
of love. For my part, one 
of the things I know most 
surely is that my two sis- 
ters and I were precious 
to our Papa. Whenever 
he saw us, he would em- 
brace us fully, with his 
arms and with his spirit. 
As my grandmother, Non- 
nie, would say, he was 
our fan. And we were his. 
We still are and always 


Antranig, as the name implies, was the first-born child of the beloved and renowned 
pastor Reverend and Mrs. Arakel Bedikian. He was born on May 30, 1885 in Bardizag, 
and received his primary education at Bardizag High School, his college education at 
Robert College, receiving his A.B. in 1907. From 1907 to 1912 he taught at his Alma 
Mater. From 1912 to 1915 he studied theology and sociology at the University of 
Chicago, receiving his Ph.B., M.A., and B.D. degrees. 
~ Mr. Bedikian had intended to return to Robert College after his studies in America and 
serve as a professor in his Alma Mater. Due to political circumstances during the first 
World War his plans had to be changed. Robert College’s loss became the gain of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church and the community. 

Mr. Bedikian accepted the invitation of the church and started his ministry on April 1, 
1915. He was ordained on June 17 of the same year. Pastor Bedikian served the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Church of New York and the community, for a record period of 38 
years, 1915-1953. At the time of his retirement from active ministry he became the 
Pastor Emeritus of the church and continued rendering various valuable services. 

Pastor Bedikian served only one church during his long and distinguished ministry. To 
our knowledge no other Armenian minister has served only one church during his whole 
ministerial career. It is no wonder that even now, after so many years, people popularly 
refer to his church as “Bedikian’s Church.” 

The Reverend Mr. Bedikian was rightfully proud of his famous father and his many 
devotional writings under the pen name of “Kissag.” There is no doubt in our mind that 
his father; the Rev. Arakel Bedikian, in turn, would have been equally proud of the ac- 
complishments of his son. 

For 38 years actively and for a longer period of time practically, the Rev. Antranig 
Bedikian has been the mainspring of the Armenian Evangelical Church of New York. He 
has been a scholar, historian, a prolific writer, editor, crusader, social worker and com- 
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TRANIG A. BEDIKIAN 


his early nurture in a pastor’s home. His father, Reverend 
Arakel Bedikian (Kissag) presented the model of the 
pastor-scholar. Standing in that tradition, pastor Antranig 
Bedikian became a keen observer, a perceptive analyst of 
our culture and society, one of the most notable Arme- 
nian clergymen, who provided a prophetic vision for the 
Armenian community by bringing to the humane scene a 
depth of social, philosophical and spiritual reflection. His 
sermons, lectures and writings had a profound impact on 
many people. He became a myth in his own time. 

His was an amazingly long, rich and useful life; a ca 
spanning more than seven decades during which his 
talents were wisely invested in uplifting his fellow com- 
patriots. 

His long life has also spanned the mo: 
in the Armenian Evangelical movement, 
of which he spared no effort. . 

The Armenian Evangelicals in North America, as i 
as in other parts of Armenian Diaspora, owe @ great th 
to the genius, courage and tenacity of Rev. Bedikian. He 
Played a giant role in our community life for decades as 
the leader and personification of the Armenian Evangeli- 
cal movement. He was a towering personality, a natural 


reer 


st creative decades 
for the upbuilding 
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leader whose words and acts stand out on almost every 
page of the annals of Armenian Protestantism from 1915 
until his complete retirement from public life in the early 
1970's. 

Rev. A.A. Bedikian was one of the founders of the 
Armenian Missionary Association of America in 1918. 
For many years he served the Association in: various 
capacities with great dedication. His ability to organize 
and supervise, his brilliant communication, and P.R. job 
made his role crucial to the AMAA. 

Endowed with numerous qualities of greatness — intel- 
ligence, industry, faith, imagination, an iron will — Rev. 
Bedikian never ceased to fascinate all who knew him. His 
restless genius would permit no pause. He displayed a 
vast talent, and boundless energy which were reflected in 
achievements that make up a rich legacy. The account of 
long hours, of prodigious feats of research, of schedules 
of lecturing, of writing editori s and articles for half a 
dozen papers, of public invo vement which until a few 
years ago never seemed to have waned, gave one the 
impression that his energy and industry seemed inex- 


haustible. 
As might be expected, Rev. Bedikian had a very large 


will be. He lives inside us, 
our Papa. In the battle be- 
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; 3 : vent pastor and father to his people. 
Munity leader. All this in addition to being a prominent p See rede Cannell, 


r 
His services and benevolent influences have run i tea ais the Untied States 
and through his affiliation with the Armenian Evangelic on ae Maen baie 
and abroad. He was “employed” (lor lack of a var es was felt and appreciated far 
church he served had no walls or boundaries. His influe 
oie i th 
The Rey A.A. Bedikian was one of the founding sous pneaciate saat 
Tmenian Missionary Association of America. He nas ee eee ene 
executive secretary, gratis, in addition to his regular p 
ava is organization. eee 
Re ec a enc cleat Union was also per a organizatio 
; . Mr. Be : 
that benefited from the leadership and devotion of Rev Ty paras ranges trae Baie 
Pastor Bedikian was always active in denon , , 
and religious organizations too numerous to COUN. sce aga Fathers He wae Onin: 
paitenia teks Bese ep ee be ere church” and this still is “Bedikian’s 
stitution within himself. He was “the Bedikian of this 


Church.” 

Pastor Emeritus A.A. Bediki 
Mrs. Marie Caroline Bashian Be 
June 2, 1919. Mrs. Bedikian is 
ae ae ee Mrs. L. Fred Ayvazian, and three cosa eee 
Andrea and Gink On the occasion of this Memorial oaks Ke oe : ag in our love 
and deep respect to the memory of our beloved Sere . alors Bias arp ou 
heartfelt condolences and oe shee 8 ie = sa . Ms enol 
and will alwaystbe the “Mother Emer! 
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a, New Jersey, with his devoted wife, 
- married more than 60 years ago, on 
rson in her own right. She is an 


an lived in Leoni 
dikian. They wer 
an outstanding Pe 


world, Papa was a cham- 
pion of the good. 

I want to say thank you 
to him in this church, with 
you. I want to thank him 


' for the inspiration he pro- 


vided all his life in the way 
that he lived and the way 
that he loved. 

I saw Papa the day be- 
fore he died. He was a- 
sleep. His expression was 
serene. His countenance 


| was noble. I felt peaceful 


as I sat with him. It was 
clear to me that he was 
teaching me still. Just as 
he taught me lessons about 
life, he taught me about 
death. From now on, I 
know I have a friend in 
heaven. I want to say that 
in sign language, because 
sign language is beautiful, 
and it speaks to me of him: 
(in sign) He gave me a 
friend in heaven. And I say 
thank you from us all. 


correspondence with the eminent. But 

he did not hesitate to answer letters of 

ordinary people. I remember gratefully 
how as a teenager I wrote to him about 

a personal_matter and he replied im- 

mediately and established a bond of 

friendship with me and kept on writing 
to me for years. I knew how he loved 
us, his junior colleagues. 

While Pastor Bedikian himself was 
capable of great emotional power as a 
preacher, it was to the intellectual side 
of his congregation and audience that 
he always made his appeal. For almost 
forty years as a minister of the Gospel, 
through his special manner and 
method, he left a deep imprint on the 
life of his parish, the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Church in New York. 

In many ways, Rev. A.A. Bedikian 
was an authentic genius. His originali- 
ty, his vast literary output, the breadth 
and subtlety of his thought, and his 
profound influence gave him a special 
status. 

He was one of the most perceptive 
and learned of contemporary scholars 
in the Armenian Diaspora. His volumi- 
nous works elegantly written both in 
Armenian or English demonstrate that 
his was a brilliant and searching intel- 
ligence. He wrote more than a dozen 
books and booklets evidencing the skill 
not only of the talented writer but also 
of the philosopher-teacher. Whether 
pursuing his Men and Issues or An 
Anthology of Thoughts, one can 
see a notable example of the same 
direct, straightforward orderliness of 
thought. He had the literary gift of 
turning casual events and _ lifeless 
things into marvelously interesting and 
memorable Prose as one can witness 
he ea reflections entitled 

He also wrote numerous articles in 
Lradoo, Tertig, Avetakir, Hayas- 
dani Gotchnag and in other Arme- 
nian papers which were thorough- 
ly sophisticated in their grasp of the 
issues being discussed by the best 
minds in the Armenian intellectual cir- 
cles of the time. 

A man of unshakable faith, Rev. 
Bedikian changed the shape of the 
Armenian Evangelical community for 
the better in hundreds of ways, great 
and small, through the force of his 


character and integrity of his beliefs. 
His influence upon the Armenian 
Evangelical Union and the Missionary 
Association stamps him as one of the 
few epochal figures in the Armenian 
Evangelical Movement. Authoritative- 
ly and unequivocally, he affirmed his 
philosophy even though sometimes 
this aroused the fierce antagonism of 
some people. However, he never 
ceased to be the subject of universal 
respect and admiration in our con- 
stituency. He was affectionately called 
“Father Bedikian.” No Armenian minis- 
ter, not even in his vainest dream of 
pastoral glory, could expect greater 
popular acclaim than had been ac- 
corded him. 

A great Armenian Evangelical leader 
in his own right, the versatile Rev. Be- 
dikian nonetheless directed his in- 
numerable talents toward all Armeni- 
ans, channeled through organizations 
such as the AGBU, NAASR, etc. Few 
individuals have given so much of 
themselves to Armenian causes, 
provided such inspiration, and exer- 
cised such dynamic leadership as Rev. 
Antranig Bedikian. He served to epito- 
mize all the qualities the Armenian 
people have admired in their great 
leaders. He lived a long, active, 
hugely productive life, and he died 
knowing that for decades he had been 
extravagantly admired by his fellow 
Armenians. 

Blessed be his memory. 


- by ARCHBISHOP 
TIRAN NERSOYAN 


Former Primate of the Diocese 
of the Armenian Church 

I stand to pay tribute to the blessed 
memory of Badveli Bedikian both on 
behalf of the Diocesan Council of our 
Church and the Primate and on my 
own behalf as an old and close friend 
who has had a deep love and sincere 
esteem for the Badveli. 

I came to know him first by reputa- 
tion and through his writings some fifty 
years ago. Later we met personally 
here in this country some fifteen years 
later and we each found a kindred spirit 
in the other and became fast friends 
through the years. 


I feel impoverished within me by the 
departure from this world of a co- 
worker in the ministry of the Gospel of 
the Lord Christ. Antranig Bedikian 
was a great minister of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church. But he also had a 
deep devotion and lasting loyalty to 
our ancient Mother Church. Hence he 
had a fervent wish and a devout hope 
for the reunion of the Mother and the 
young Daughter back in the same spir- 
itual family. He realized that only 
through such unity could the original 
intent of the Evangelical Movement of 
the middle of the nineteenth century 
acquire its relevance and function. He 
felt strongly that like charity, ecumenism 
begins at home. Hence he was not sec- 
tarian, either in his mind or in his 
heart. He did not want his reach to 
stop at the walls between Churches. 
For this reason his authentically 
prophetic voice, as that of a son of his 
people and a servant of Christ, was 
heard beyond his own congregation, 
beyond his Evangelical community, 
and beyond the shores of America in 
many of the Armenian communities of 
various countries of the Diaspora. 

And now that his labors have come 
to their end after a long and brilliant 
career, we pray the Lord to bless and 
make fruitful the seeds which he has 
sown in the field of the Kingdom of 
God. May the light of the countenance 
of the Lord shine upon his soul always. 


- by The Rev. Vartan Hartunian 
AAB 


He is a rare volume of history 
and on the pages of his heart and mind 
are written humanity's thoughts and feelings 
inspired by Ararat, Arax and Avarair. 


In him one senses the secret greatness of 
his people 
like the seed of a mighty oak 
carried by winds and currents 
to unknown lands, 
rooting firmly in the alien soil. 


Time was for him the secret of eternity. 
Work was for him the anuil of creation. 
No obstacle could stop his dream. 

No limitation cowed his soul. 


His voice moved like the surges of the sea 
casting spells of awe upon enemies and 
friends. 


His thoughts, ripening with the years, 
bore profuse fruit 
and like jewels 
reflected starlight in the night. 


Like a Colossus, he strides two centuries, 
from the dust of his people 
to their destiny, 
rolling on toward five score years 
of patience, passion and power. 


And vet, though stars have been his compass, 


he has trod the earth in humble service 
speaking benedictions as the thunders’ 


roll recedes. 


Now we behold him, silent and mute 
at the end of his allotted years 


bent but not broken by the storms of time. 


His presence with us is the challenge 
of great deeds performed. 

His going from us will be 
the passing of a cleansing storm. 


God looked to him 
as the shepherd of his people. 
He looks to God 
for quiet waters and pastures green. 


OTHER MESSAGES OF 


SYMPATHY AND TRIBUTE 


Armenian General Benevolent Union, 
Mr. M. Haigentz, Director 
Telfeyan Evangelical Fund, Great Neck, 
N.Y., Mrs. Elida Nerso Telfeyan, Vice 
resident 

enian Evangelical Central Church, 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, Rev. Moses B. Janbaz- 
ian, Pastor 
United Armenian Congregational 
Church, Hollywood, California, Rev. Vart- 

es M. Kassouni, Pastor 
St. Sarkis Armenian Apostolic Church 
of Long Island, Bayside, N.Y., Rev. Fr. 
Asoghik Kelejian, Rector 
arat Armenian Congregational 

Church, Salem, N.H., Rev. Soghomon 
Nuyujukian, Pastor 
Immanuel Armenian Congregational 
Church, Downey, California, Rev- Edward 
S. Tovmassian, Pastor 
Armenian Congregational Church of 
Chicago, Rev. Barkev Darakjian, Pastor 
Armenian Evangelical Church, Montreal, 
Quebec, Rev. J. Bizdikian, Pastor 

enian Evangelical Church, Toronto, 
Ontario, Mr. Karekin Sagherian 
Metro-Suffold Area, New York Con- 
ference, U.C.C. The Rev. T. Thomas 
Boates. Jr., Area Minister 
Armenian_Literary Society, Yonkers, 
New York, Vartkes Gregorian, President 
Khatchadour Magarian, Secretary 
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17h 


LULL mh, S ffs hp pours bwGfh 
nyt unppepps Ubpumhi ybulf 
wnfibjn. wihb: 

bpp Sup phugpis bul tp Sentif 
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«Sag blps Sanfu qu pug 
unpacfepeip uyfinh pepe s «U.unnid— 
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Gapushugnc fips — Pintffbéus 
k9 Puss shusy: Qhury Dike Puss 
Uusp kpleny ft fps & unul qui 
huss fe Epbenrfdushss: Un Shntpup , 
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ofts Sugnennfe pe ina plap ne fdfee- 
nif: Pfyprumfusgushus erp P s ps— 
tnifibuh kypuhugeefipetp pape 
pod fu Surfurduny k Duke Bpuncu 
Pppumnuf uns Suuuinf puk— 
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SILVER JUBILEE OF HAIGAZIAN COLLEGE 


— by Vahe S. Roubian, 
Chairman, Haigazian College, Eastern Committee 


. Asa reader of the AMAA NEWS, you may hardly need an 
introduction to the Haigazian College. Suffice it to say that it 
is one of the only two Armenian institutions of higher educa- 
tion in the world outside Soviet Armenia. At one time, there 
were thirteen Armenian Colleges throughout Turkey. At the 
present, there isn’t even one. 

The year 1980 is the 25th birthday of the College. The 
Board of Trustees, and the Board of Managers are planning 
many celebrations throughout the U.S.A. and abroad. In 
larger cities such as New York, Los Angeles, Boston, Phila- 
delphia, Washington and others, banquets are being planned 
from now through the end of the year. In some smaller 
towns and cities where there are Armenian communities we 
would like to encourage gatherings or house parties. 

The purpose of all this is to give Haigazian College a birth- 
day gift for its 25 years of service in enriching the minds of 
Armenian young men and women, thus strengthening them 
mentally, morally and spiritually. 

The gift we are planning to give is to increase the College’s 
$500,000 endowment fund to $1,000,000. 

At the present, Dr. John Markarian, the President of the 
College, is spending a lot of his time in the U.S. contacting 
philanthropic Armenians to raise this fund. 

Students come to the College from all walks of life and 
from all religious groups, predominantly from Orthodox or 
Apostolic Churches. In like manner, the graduates (approxi: 
mately 1,000) also serve our Armenian communities, 1 
respective of their religious, ethnic and political affiliations. 
Under one roof, the College’s student body represents an 
extremely wide variety of religious and ethnic backgrounds, 
thus making the College a stimulating and intensely exciting 
environment where various cultures meet in close proximity 
and harmony. 


A bishop of the Armenian Apostolic Church, Bishop 


The Haigazian College on the occasion of its Twenty-Fifth Anni- 
versary is increasing its Endowment Fund to One Million Dollars. 
Interest from this Fund is used for Scholarships and to help the col- 
lege meet its annual expenses. Your gift listed by Category, will Ne 
inscribed on a large Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Scroll to be erecte 
in the entrance of the Mugar Building of the College in Beirut. 


Please designate the Category of your gift as listed a 100 


0 Friend of Haigazian College 560 
© Supporter of Haigazian College $ aN 
President's Circle : B000 
O Sponsor of Haigazian College a 
0 Patron of Haigazian College $ 1, 


gift in the form of a Designated 


i ke your 
You may wish to make y pat ‘adividual or 


Grant, to be named in honor or in memory © 
family. These types of grants are listed: 


Sumbat Lapajian, one of the first two graduates of Haigazian 

College, writes. . . 

“Haigazian College has a unique standing among the 

other educational institutions in the Middle East. The. 

ecumenical character of the College sets a good example 
for many other schools. Various groups and denomina- 
tions work and live side by side in this wonderful College 
in sincere fellowship and communication.” 
UNITY is perhaps best illustrated, demonstrated and prac- 
ticed within the walls of the College. 
After these introductory remarks, you will undoubtedly 
want to know just what you can do to help. May I make the 
following suggestions? 
A. You can send your monetary contribution towards this 
endowment fund. Make your TAX DEDUCTIBLE check 
payable to: 
HAIGAZIAN COLLEGE - AMAA 
140 Forest Avenue ‘ 
Paramus, New Jersey 07652 

You may use the coupon below. 

B. Better yet... 

You may invite a few of your friends and relatives to or- 
ganize a house party for this purpose, involving them in 
this project. If you indicate your wish to hold a house 
party on the coupon, we'll help you with it. 

As the saying goes, “Strength is in Unity.” Let’s join hands 
in this great venture. 

The AMAA or the Trustees have speakers for this pur- 
pose. You may call on them. For further information or help 
you may write or phone the AMAA office or the H.C. 


Trustees. 


West Coast 
East Coast H.C. Board of Trustees 
H.C. Eastern Committee Mrs. Helen Grimsley, Sec. 
140 Forest Ave. 149 No. Mansfield Ave. 


Paramus, NJ 07652 
(201) 265-2607, 2608 


Los Angeles, CA 90036 
(213) 934-7111 


Pe Te ater ofereva ct «soporte Chair of Armenian Studies $ 100,000 
Departmental Chairs in the following fields: 
( Business Administration 
O_ Physical Sciences 
0 Social Sciences $ 100,000 
1 Humanities $ 100,000 
These gifts are Income Tax deductible. Please make out your 
check to Haigazian College-AMAA and send it to HAGAZIAN 
COLLEGE TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY FUND, 140 Forest 
Avenue, Paramus, New Jersey 07652. 


$ 100,000 
$ 100,000 


Addresee.cc 0.38 ok es tone kins Mekesrt Telephone.......... 
OI will help with a house party. Please provide information. 
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KIWANIANS PROMOTE 
AMAA’S CHILD 
EDUCATION SPONSOR- 
SHIP PROGRAM 


The illustrated story below, taken from 
The Citizen-Advance newspaper of Cop- 
perhill, Tennessee of March 20, 1980, 
speaks for itself. What do you do personal- 
ly, dear reader, to support the Program? 


Dr. George L. Mathis, Kiwanis lieu- 
tenant governor, was here last week to 
congratulate the local club for adopting 
a 7-year-old Syrian girl and designating 
that the club’s contribution be ear- 
marked for her education. 

The little girl, Silvania Kalayan, at- 
tends the Armenian Evangelical 
School in Damascus where she is in 
the first grade. 

The adoption was made through 

the Armenian Missionary Association 
of America. 
Known for their good works, the local 
Kiwanians, through their Youth Services 
Committee, contribute generously to 
needy children in the Basin area each 
year. 


THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORTS 


ALDERSGATE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
WILL RECEIVE $1 
MILLION 


No, Aldersgate is not an Armenian 
Church, but Armenians can learn from 
the action of a committed Christian. 

A man approached the minister af- 
ter the service one Sunday and told 
him he planned to make the church 
the beneficiary of a $2 million policy. 
The anonymous donor was a young, 
financially secure family man who is a 
dedicated and active member of a 

church. 


An I.R.S. spokesman has explained 


TRUST U.S. YOUTH 


According to a youth survey con- 
ducted in 11 nations by Gallup-affiliated 
organizations, forty-one percent of 
American youth, as shown in the chart 
below, say religion should be “very im- 
portant’ in life. The survey also indicates 
that the proportion of Protestants and 
Catholics among the 18 to 24 age 
group in the U.S. has stayed about the 
same since World War Il. About 48 
percent give their religious preference 
as Protestant, 30 percent as Catholic. 


Some additional facts: 

—Not even four in ten (39%) of 
America’s teens are currently receiving 
religious training. 


that donors who make churches or 
other charitable organizations like the 
AMAA the beneficiaries of insurance 
policies may deduct the premiums 
from their tax payments if the policies 
are written so that the beneficiaries can 
never be changed. 

Many now are considering the 
benefits of obtaining insurance with a 
church or a mission as a beneficiary. 
Our own the late Rev. Dicran Y. 
Kassouny, M.D. did exactly that. He 
obtained a life insurance policy for 
$20,000 and made the AMAA its 
beneficiary. His contribution to our 
Christian programs will thus continue 
even after his sad parting from us. 


—Belief in God in America has 
remained nearly the same during the 
past 30 years (94% believe) while in 
Scandinavia it has dropped from 81% 
to 65%. 

—42% of evangelicals are involved 
in volunteer work compared with 26% 
of nonevangelical church-goers. 

—While 52% of young adults 18 to 
29 say extra-marital sex relations are 


“always wrong” as many as 48% feel 
differently. 


—Need for leadership, hopeless- 
ness, unhappiness, gullibility and spir- 
itual emptiness were thought to be the 
primary reasons why people join cults 
in a survey taken in the aftermath of 
the Jonestown tragedy. 


el 


HOW IMPORTANT SHOULD RELIGION BE IN LIFE ? 
% Saying “Very important” 
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THE REV. VARTKES 
KASSOUNI DEFENDS 
CHRIST 


In the January 4, 1980 issue of 
Asbarez the editorial article, “Our 
Star of Hope,” defines Christianity to 
be a “humanitarian philosophy” and is 
skeptical about the Christian faith to 
the extent of ridiculing its expectations 
for peace on earth as “luminous hope” 
and claiming it has been a failure: “Al- 
most two thousand years have passed 
since that philosophy was first preached 
and evantually established itself as the 
dominant ideology in a large segment 
of the world. Yet the world has not 
become what this philosophy gave us 
the hope to expect.” The editorial con- 
cludes that Armenians as good 
Christians trusted others and were de- 
ceived — “we hoped but our hopes 
were shattered. . . . we can only rely 
on our own strength. Our only salva- 
tion is in our unified hope.” The editor 
rejects Christianity as a viable faith for 
Armenians. 

In a long letter to the editor entitled 
“Follow the Light,” the Reverend 
Kassouni enters into a long discourse 
which raises important and valid ques- 
tions on Armenian unity for Armenians 
in four or more different world centers. 
But Kassouni’s great contribution 1s In 
his wise distinction between Christianity 
and the political state. “You confuse, 
he instructs the editor, “the Christian 
Gospel with what you call ‘the Christian 
world’. . . . Your mistake is in pre- 
suming that Armenians became Chris- 
tians to curry favor with other nations 
with similar religious orientation and to 
rely upon them for political and military 
support.” Kassouni argues from a 
strong historical position that Christiani- 
ty, a religion based on the person of 
Jesus and not at all a humanistic phi- 
losophy, long ago abandoned | the 
posture of becoming a religio-political 
empire. Therefore it is a wrong posture 
“to stay on the Christianity wagon only 
for the political and national objectives 
you wish to realize.” The peace Pro” 
claimed “to men of good will” was not 
to herald a political kingdom but rather 
struck at the root of human nature for 


Jesus was much concerned about the 
‘inhumanity of man’ caused by the forces 
of evil in the world. Jesus’ concern was 
to change men to overcome those evil 
controls! Kassouni’s main thrust there- 
fore is that ‘Armenian self-reliance’ was 
achieved through its faith, Vartanank 
being in point, and not taken away 
because of our nation’s belief in Chris- 
tianity. Kassouni is all for ‘unity’ but 
unity on one plan and one strategy 
with everybody agreeing to work to- 
gether for its realization. 

In an aside, let this editor point out 
what W.C. Fields, Director of the Bap- 
tist Press, has cited Khomeini’s regime 
in Iran as proof positive of the incom- 
petence of religious forces to adminis- 
ter a government. He concludes his 
statement with these words: “The state 
is not competent to prescribe religion 
for any one of its citizens, and con- 


versely, religion is not competent to 


oI 
run government.’ 


HEALTHY AMERICANS 


How healthy are Americans? The 
Surgeon General in his latest report 
concluded, “the health of the American 
people has never been better.” 
eA baby born today can expect to live 

to be over 73 years old. In 1970 life 
expectancy was 70, and in 1900 only 
47 years. 
eDeaths from heart disease, the nation’s 
leading killer, have dropped by 22 
percent over the past ten years. 
eDeaths from stroke are down 30 per- 
ie U.S. however ranks 14th in 
world infant mortality rates (14 per 
1.000) because the figures for non- 
whites remain unfortunately high. 

There are two main reasons for 
these dramatic figures: 

1. Major improvements in living con- 
ditions, sanitation, employment 
opportunities and greater access to 
education for all Americans. 

2. Major breakthroughs in the field of 
medicine. 
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COMMUNIST CHINA 
PERMITS BIBLE 


It has been learned that Communist 
China has permitted the printing of the 
Holy Bible, prohibited since 1960. 

Permission has also been granted to 
open the Biblical Seminary of the 
Evangelical Church, closed for the 
past 15 years. 


JULY 4TH PICNIC 
Sponsored by 
the 
ARMENIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION 
OF AMERICA, INC. 
on 
Friday, July 4, 1980 
watthe 
AMAA/ARMENIAN PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH COMPLEX 
A DELICIOUS SHISH — KEBAB DINNER 
plus 
Children’s Activities — Door Prizes 
(Door Prizes as Outright Gifts) 


WE WELCOME ALL FROM NEW JERSEY, 
NEW YORK AND CONNECTICUT TO BE 
WITH US AT THIS ANNUAL EVENT 
(Details to follow) 


FIFTH BIENNIAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY . 
of the 
ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL UNION OF 
NORTH AMERICA 
and 
YOUTH CONVENTION 
DATE: JUNE 25-29, 1980 
PLACE: MILLS COLLEGE, OAKLAND, CA. | 
FEES: $140.00 
$75.00 (Youth & students) 
Interested parties may write to: 
The Rev. Vigen Galustian, Pastor 
Calvary Armenian Congregational Church 
270 St. Francis Blvd. 
Daly City, CA. 94015 


EXECUTIVE 


ny % 


ww . 
The Guest of Honor with his lovely wife Yeprouhi 


In speaking of the Rev. Dr. Giragos H. Chopourian 
Executive Director for more than a decade of the AMAA. 
Archie Cherkezian stated, “the inner being of Badveli Chap- 
ourian has discarded the sacerdotal trappings of title and 
pomp, and assumed the mantle of simplicity.” 

This statement, made by the immediate Past President of 
the AMAA under whom the 60th Anniversary Campaign 
was executed, characterizes the modesty and humility of the 
AMAA’s chief executive which was attested to by speaker 
after speaker at the April 13 Testimonial Banquet at the 
Palisadium in Cliffside Park, New Jersey. Indeed speakers 
recalled that Dr. Chopourian was reluctant to have the 
Testimonial held at all. The guest of honor was the only 
reluctant guest, for hundreds of members of the Armenian 
Protestant as well as a large number of the orthodox com- 
rie ed to pay tribute to the man who has so 

ead thé : ; 

oe. eee a period of growth and inten- 
iy 2 eli Cilicia in 1914 (a picked up date which is 
an. a a ay Dr. Chopourian emigrated to 
noes wit a family in 1922. Educated at the American 
“ ain in a where he later taught, Dr. Chopour- 
nue eee 0 study at the American University of Beirut 

1d the Near East School of Theology. He received his B.A 
with honors from the former and his diploma in scligious 


RECTOR HONORED AT 


From 1958 to 1969, he was pastor of the Armenian Mar- 
tyrs’ Congregational Church of Philadelphia, which relocat- 
ed to Havertown, Pa., during his pastorate. He was active 
as Moderator of the Armenian Evangelical Union, Eastern 
States in 1960; Moderator of the Philadelphia Association of 
the United Church of Christ, 1967; and Board member and 
Vice President of the AMAA. In his spare time, he began his 
studies for his doctorate at Temple University, receiving his 
Ph.D. in church history in 1971. 

In January, 1969, he was appointed Executive Director 
of the AMAA. During his tenure, the AMAA has grown 
dramatically, moving to new quarters in Paramus, New Jer- 
sey. The 60th Anniversary Campaign was successfully 
carried out, as was the Ellis Island Remembered Project. The 
organization’s financial worth, and its local and international 
outreach, have grown. Scholarship activities and immigra- 
tion assistance have intensified. Dr. Chopourian serves as 
editor of the AMAA NEWS in addition to his administrative 
duties, and has authored two books: Our Armenian Christian 
Heritage and The Armenian Reformation: Causes and Ef- 
fects. 

All this — and more — was said about Dr. Chopourian at 
the Testimonial tribute to his energies and achievements. 
The program began with an invocation by the Rev. S.S. 
Sulahian, Pastor Emeritus of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church in New York. Mrs. Jack Dokouzian, Co-Chairman 
of the Banquet Committee (with Mrs. Edward Janjigian), 
welcomed the guests and introduced the master of cere- 
monies, Dr. John G. Keuhnelian, AMAA Past President. 
During the course of the afternoon, Dr. Keuhnelian present- 
ed a slide show on “Our Man in Paramus.” 

George Philibosian, Moderator of the Armenian Evangel- 
ical Union and a past president of the AMAA, extolled the 
guest of honor for his “very warm” personality and remarked 
that he is “the type of person who continually asks himself 
whether he is doing his best.” 

On behalf of the Chopourian family, Dr. Chopourian’s 
son-in-law, Harry Stephey, spoke. Dr. Chopourian’s two 
sisters had flown in from England for the occasion — Zarouhie 
Trott and her two children and Azadouhie and her husband 


Mrs. Anahid Ajemian, Violinist 


ent Samuel Hekemian (left) presentin 


plate to Dr. Chopourian. 


TESTIMONIAL BANQUET APRIL 13 


The Rev. Edward S. Tovmassian, who had preceded Dr. 
Chopourian as Executive Director of the AMAA and the 
Rev. Harry Missirlian, pastor of the Pilgrim Armenian 
Congregational Church in Fresno, Dr. Chopourian’s per- 
sonal friend since 1938, both praised the guest of honor for 
his unwavering dedication to principles. Samuel Hekemian, 
President of the AMAA, followed Archie Cherkezian to the 
dais, and presented Dr. Chopourian with a welcome sur- 
prise — a set of New Jersey license plates with the letters 
“AMAA.” Another gift was a plaque from the Board of 
Directors paying tribute to Dr. Chopourian for his “tireless 
efforts and outstanding accomplishments as the Executive 
Director of the AMAA for the past eleven years.” The 
plaque had been designed in the form of an Armenian 
manuscript illumination. 

Miss Ruth Philibosian, Honorary Life Member of the 
AMAA, surprised Dr. Chopourian with more gifts — aset of 
watches for Dr. Chopourian and his wife, and the announce- 
ment of a substantial gift to the AMAA from the Stephen 
Philibosian Foundation for valuable services rendered 
voluntarily. 

In his response, Dr. Chopourian evidenced his usual 
modesty. “No man can make an association, but an organi- 
zation like the AMAA makes the man,” he upheld. He 
thanked the AMAA for the opportunity which the organiza- 
tion has given him. Speaking of the honors customarily ac- 
corded to the clergy, he stressed that this recognition results 
from the church served. “If we are known to be leaders, it is 
because of the congregation. . . . 1am known because of the 
AMAA, and I cannot forget that... . ] am. . . . an instru- 
ment of a great cause, and I want all of you to know that you 
may choose the AMAA as a tool for the advancement of the 
Armenian people, now and in the future.” 

Joining in the tribute to this very humble man was violinist 
Anahid Ajemian, a member of the Composer String Quar- 
tet. She was accompanied by Jacqueline Grau. 


The Reverends Harry Missirlian (left) and Girago 
reminiscing about happy old days. .- - 


“ee. from the latter simulaneously in June 1945, with. George Black and the younger of their two sons, Richard. 
Dr. Chaweieean vi dts From Cyprus, nephew Albert Chopourian had flown in to 
Beg Hemi kaos "ui a fellow student, Yeprouhie Der _ represent his parents, Loutfig and Nevart. Also present were 
at the Nexon th e returned to Cyprus. Both taught _ his three married daughters with their husbands — Aznive 
y there. Their three daughters, Aznive Eileen, | Eileen Stephey and her three children, Sona Vera and 


Sona Vera a ictori 
four years nd Victoria were born in Cyprus over the next | Thomas Bailey, and Victoria and Thomas Gehrt. 


s Chopourian 


In 1955, the Chopourians came to the United States. Dr 
Chopourian earned his Master’s in religious education fom 
the Andover Newton Theological School while serving a 
student pastor at the yoked Bethel Congregational Church 
of Lawrence, Mass. and the Haverhill Armenian Conarega- 
tional Church, where he was ordained. He also a 


educational and psychological counselin SS - ‘, 
t .Y 
Graduate School of Education. g at the Harvard | \ 


$a 
t fuses ee y 


ry Stephey 


Mrs. Marguerite Dokouzian, center, welcoming guests. Seated, P¥. Chopourian thanking his son-in-law Har Miss Ruth Philibosian (left) presenting gift to Mrs. Chopourian 


left, Miss Ruth Philibosian, and Dr. G.H. Chopourian, right. Steal 15 
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The program was brought to its conclusion with a bene- 
diction by the Rev. G. Diran Minassian of San Diego 
California. , 

In a silent, but equally devoted tribute to the AMAA 
Executive Director, the Banquet Committee, chaired by 
Mesdames Dokouzian and Janjigian, had orchestrated a 
splendid reception and dinner with a touch of Armenian 
cuisine. Committee members were Mrs. Nerses Aynilian 
Mrs. Gerard Baghdassarian, Mrs. Archie Cherkezian, Mrs. 
Robert Hekemian, Mrs. Samuel Hekemian, Mrs. John 
Keuhnelian, Dr. John Keuhnelian, Mrs. Serge Krikorian 
Mrs. Alex Matossian, Mrs. George Philibosian, Miss Ruth 


Philibosian, Mrs. Joseph Stein, Jr., Mrs. Ji T 
Mrs. John Voskian. : . dirayr Tezel, and 


After the Banquet, a moment of Discussi 
; ussion, (center) The Honorabl 
Set Momjian, (left) Mrs. Lucy dJanjigian, and Dr. Vahe S. Reublen fe} 


Dr. ; 4 ee 
r. Chopourian happily displays certificate of appreciation presented 


by AMAA Board of Directors 


Heads bowed in prayer, (left) Rev. Harry Missirlian, (center) Rev. 
G. Diran Minassian giving the benediction, and Dr. John G. Keuh- 
nelian, Master of Ceremonies. / 1G 
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NEW BOOKS RECEIVED 


Return to Mount Ararat 
or The Education of Nshan 
By H.H. Haig 
Vantage Press, Inc., New York, 1980, 
pp. 85, $5.95. 


Daughter of the Euphrates 

By Elizabeth Caraman 
Armenian Missionary Association of 
America, Inc., 2nd Printing, Paramus, 
N.J., 1979, pp. 227, $4.95. 


Toomas: The Little Armenian Boy 

By Thomas G. Aved 
Pioneer Publishing, Fresno, California, 
1979, pp. 1980, $10.95. 


Some of Us Survived 
By Kerop Bedoukian 
Farrar Straus Giroux, New York, 


1979, pp. 242, $9.95. 


I Love America 

By Bedros M. Sharian, Sr. 
Vintage Press, Inc., New York, 1974, 
pp. 64, $3.95. 


Olive Trees Grow Again 

By Mary A. Heghin 
Sekhim Publishing, Altadena, CA, 
1976, pp. 198, 


The Road From Home 

By David Kherdian 
Greenwillow Books, New York, 1979, 
pp. 238, $8.95. 


Giankee Echeren 
By Kegham Khanamirian 


New York, 1979, pp.351, 


Nor Tzayn, Nor Artzagunk 

By Haroutune Cholakian 
Paradon Publishers, New York, 1978, 
pp. 358, $20.00. 


For All Seasons 

By Carnegie S. Calian 
John Knox Press, Atlanta, 1979, pp. 
135, $7.50. 


The AMAA Bookstore will be glad 
to supply interested parties with any 
one of the books listed above. Each 
one of the books is highly recommended. 
The first eight of the books have to do 
with Armenian tragedies and struggles 
for existence, item number nine is on 
politico-church-culture matters, and 
Calian’s is appropriate for daily chris- 
tian encounters. 


A GOLDEN 
ANNIVERSARY 


The 50th Anniversary of the ordina- 
tion of Rev. Hovey M. Hovagimian of 
Oakland was celebrated on Palm 
Sunday afternoon, March 30, 1980, 
in the presence of overflowing well- 
wishers from the Bay Area, other parts 
of California and Iran, coming from 
various Armenian and American 
churches, nationalities, racial and cul- 
tural groups and clergy. The Rev. 
Hovey Hovagimian, well known and 
respected in the Bay Area, was born in 
Tabriz, Iran and is a graduate of Ar- 
menian schools and the College there. 
He came to Chicago in 1926. He 
earned his theological, Christian Edu- 
cation and Social Service degrees and 
diplomas at the Presbyterian Seminary, 
College of Christian Education, Uni- 
versity of Chicago, Garrett Biblical In- 
stitute in Evanston, as well as post 
graduate studies at the Pacific School 
of Religion in Berkeley. 

He has served as teacher, evangelist 
and pastor in Iran, France, also in 
Chicago, West Pullman, Evanston, 
Waukegan in Illinois; San Francisco, 
Armenian Calvary Congregational 
Church, Ocean Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, Bethel Armenian Evangelical 
Church; in Oakland, Hillside and 
Brooklyn Presbyterian Churches; in 
Sacramento, Armenian Evangelical 
Church. He was retired by the San 
Francisco Presbytery in 1971, P, Em. 
of Brooklyn. 

Many congratulatory messages were 
received locally and from overseas. 
There were delegations from Ar- 
menian and American Churches, vari- 
interracial, and in- 


ous international, 
ions, masonic and 


tercultural organizat 
other fraternal and Senior groups. 

Rev. Hovagimian, “Hovey,” is a life 
member of the Armenian Missionary 
Association and the Armenian General 
Benevolent Union, Starr King, #344, 
F.&A.M. and Oakland Scottish Rite, 
Oakland Commandery #11, Knights 
Templar. He is a Past State and local 
President of the Armenian-American 
Citizens League; during his year of of- 
fice the Armenian Home for the Aged 
in Fresno was founded. He is credited 
to have the first Armenian radio pro- 


The Rev. Hovey Hovagimian 

gram and yearbook of the Armenian 
Community in the Bay Area. For the 
last five years he is the Over-All Coor- 
dinator of AARP-NRTA_ Tax-Aide 
Training program in the Bay Area, in 
cooperation with State and Federal 
IRS. 

All present were served a delicious 
dinner, and witnessed an inspiring Ar- 
menian and American musical pro- 
gram. The celebration was held in the 
Social Hall of Park Blvd. Presbyterian 
Church of Oakland, and was presided 
over by the Rev. Dr. Howard 
Newman, pastor of Ocean Avenue 
Presbyterian Church of San Francisco. 

The generous voluntary money gifts 
to the “Golden Tree” became a part of 
an initial $1,000.00 “Hovey and Jean 
Religious Fund” with the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America, 
the income of which Fund to be an 
Easter Gift, yearly, to a needy retired 
Armenian Evangelical pastor in Iran. 


AREN YEGPARIAN 
FINALIST IN 1980 
PRESIDENTIAL 
SCHOLARS PROGRAM 


The U.S. Office of Education and 
the Commission on Presidential 
Scholars announced the names of the 
1980 Finalists in the Presidential 
Scholars Program, which annually 
identifies the most distinguished and 
accomplished graduating high school 
seniors in the nation. 

Garen Yegparian, son of Vram and 
Azniv Yegparian, is one of the 1,000 
outstanding young American students 
to become a Finalist in this program 
from among more than three million 
seniors to graduate this year. He has 
been awarded a certificate by the Pres- 
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ident’s Commission on Presidential 
Scholars. Garen Yegparian is a gradu- 
ating senior at Toms River High 
School North. The selection of those 
Finalists who will become Presidential 
Scholars will be made in April by the 
members of the President's Commis- 
sion on Presidential Scholars. Selec- 
tion is based on numerous factors in 
addition to academic excellence; for 
example, achievement in the visual 
and performing arts and_ creative 
writing; demonstrated leadership ability; 
contribution of energy and creativity to 
school and community; and achieve- 
ment in the sciences and other fields of 
interest. 


MRS. ADA BARKER 


We had the distinct privilege of 
meeting Mrs. Ada Barker, missionary 
to Hadjin, Giligia starting in the late 
ninth decade of the 19th century. She, 
together with her husband, salvaged 
more than 300 Armenian orphans 
before and after the Armenian geno- 
cide. She was also instrumental in 
making arrangements for the care of 
Armenian orphans in Canada who 
were settled in Georgetown and are 
now known as the Georgetown Boys. 

Born August 8, 1875, coming in in- 
to her 105th year next August, Ada 
was 9 years old when she gave her life 
to the Lord and was 18 when she re- 
serve as missionary 
lliance Convention. 


WHERE OUR ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL 
PASTORS ARE TRAINED 


By far the greatest number of the 
pastors for our evangelical churches 
are trained at the Near East School of 
Theology in Beirut, an interdenomina- 
tional Protestant seminary serving the 
Middle East evangelical churches with 
instruction done primarily in English. 

The Union of the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Churches of the Near East is 
one of the five governing denomina- 
tions. The school receives students 
from other church traditions and wel- 
comes students from beyond the Mid- 
dle East who have a special interest in 
the Orthodox and Oriental Churches, 
in Islamic studies or in Biblical research 
in the cultural setting of the Middle 
East. 

All educational residential facilities 
of the NEST are housed within its 
modern and well-equipped building in 
convenient proximity to other educa- 
tional institutions, including Haigazian 
College and the American University 
of Beirut, whose teaching resources 
are available to NEST students 
through cross-registration arrange- 
ments. 

Although the school has been ad- 
versely affected by the events of recent 
years in Lebanon, it has been able’ to 
keep its doors open and is now at- 
tempting to rebuild its student body 
and to reach out in new directions. 


nay 


Library Scene 


Despite the unrest and recurrent tur- 
moil in some parts of the country, it is 
possible to carry on normal activities in 
other areas, including the sector of 
Beirut in which the NEST is located. 


Academic Program 

Degrees offered are Bachelor of 
Theology (B.Th.), a 4-year program 
with one third of courses taken at one 
of the neighboring liberal arts institu- 
tions; Bachelor of Arts in Christian 
Education (BACE), granted by Hai- 
gazian College in cooperation with 
NEST; Master of Arts in Christian Ed- 
ucation (MACE); Master of Divinity 
(M.Div.), a 3-year program preparing 
the student for pastoral ministry; 
Master of Sacred Theology (STM) 
which is a research degree providing 
indepth training in a particular area of 
theological study. 


Special Students 

Persons who are interested in taking 
courses of their choice and who do not 
wish to study a prescribed program for 
a degree or diploma may be registered 
also as special students. Cross-registra- 
tion arrangements are in effect with 
the American University of Beirut, the 
Beirut University College and the 
Haigazian College. Theology students 
from Europe or U.S.A. who have a 


Pa 


Classroom Scene 
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special interest in the Middle East may 
spend a semester or an academic year 


at the NEST. 


Fees 
Fees for the 1979-80 academic year 
(October to June) in Lebanese Pounds 
were as follows: 
Tuition 2250 
Board 1750 
Room 1000 


Total L.P.5000 (about $1,600) 


Financial Aid 

The school makes every effort to 
find the scholarship resources for the 
financial assistance of church-spon- 
sored candidates who could not other- 
wise pursue their studies. To the ex- 
tent of their resources, sponsoring 
churches are expected to contribute to 
the support of their students. 

The Armenian Missionary Associa- 
tion of America and Armenian Theo- 
logical Student Aid have provided 
scholarships to Armenian students ap- 
proximately for the past 50 years all 
made possible by annual gifts by gen- 
erous Armenians. We can use a few 
scholarships this year. Please pray 
about your share in the training of 
Christian workers. 


Dau | 


OBITUARIES 
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PERLANTY CHERKEZIAN 

Perlanty Cherkezian, loving and 
devoted mother of Esther and Archie 
Cherkezian; grandmother; great grand- 
mother; sister of John and Robinson 
Keyishian, went to her eternal rest on 
April 5, 1980. Services were held on 
April 8, 1980 at the Conway Funeral 
Home, Jackson Heights, N.Y. She 
was predeceased by her husband, 
William Cherkezian, whose death in 
1962 took a serious toll on her health 
from which she never quite recovered. 

Perlanty was born in Chomaklou 
(Caesarea) to Haroutune and Doudou 
Keyishian. After receiving her elemen- 
tary education in Chomaklou, the 
American missionaries, noticing Per- 
lanty’s scholastic ability, urged her 
parents to send her to their school in 
Talas for further education. After 
much convincing, her parents relented 
and she attended the Talas School un- 
til 1914 when she could not continue 
due to the war and fear of deportation 
that ensued in the Armenian com- 
munity. She was asked to teach in a 
local girls’ school until the deportation 
of the family in 1915. 

As for millions of other Arm 
throughout Turkey, the family’s depor- 
tation caused unimaginable and ex- 
treme difficulties and tragedies result- 
ing in the loss of life of several mem- 
bers of the family including Perlantys 
grandmother, two younger brothers 
and her father, Haroutune. In a 
desperate struggle for survival, the 
family walked forty days and nights to 
Aleppo, Syria. They were then jammed 
into slow cattle trains for a long and 
arduous journey to Maan and then 
Shobek (a small village) in the interior 
of Arabia. However, with jobs unavail- 
able the family considered themselves 
extremely-fortunate when the Aharon 


enians 


Shirazian Orphanage admitted them. 
On discovering Perlanty’s knowledge 
and ability they appointed her to the 
post of Teacher/Mother to 25 young 
children. After three years the Orphan 
age made her assistant to Mrs. Norton, 
an American missionary in Aleppo, 
with whom she worked until 1921 
when she left for the United States 
with brother Robinson and Mr. Mihran 
Cherkezian to be married to her fiance 
of one year, William Cherkezian. Her 
brother John Keyishian had preceded 
her by one year. 

Perlanty and William were active 
members of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of New York. Perlanty was a 
member of the Church’s Ladies Aid 
Society, was elected a Church-Mother 
and was instrumental in forming a 
Women’s Auxiliary of the Chomaklu 
Compatriotic Society, serving three 
years as President. 

She was not only an avid reader but 
a writer, having contributed numerous 
articles to the Arkeos and memoirs of 
the deportations for Ararat magazine. 
Her educational background and ex- 
perience gave her an intense desire to 
give their children a good education. 
That dream was realized when both 
her children completed their college 
education. 

In a tribute entitled “A Eulogy from 
Son to Mother,” Archie Cherkezian 
states: 

“In his ode, ‘ON A GRECIAN 
URN,’ the sensitive poet Keats says: 
‘Truth is beauty, beauty truth.’ The 
symbols of living a life based on 
these principles were carved on an 
urn, in glowing colors, for the world 
to see and admire, forever and 
ever. 

“A way of life, a daily living, based 
on these Christian beliefs were im- 
pressed upon the hearts of all who 

other. 
eee of mind and beauty of 
heart, like love, is a gift, and like a 
gift, is and must be given freely. 
Mother gave freely and abundantly 
of these precious gifts to those who 
would receive them. 

“She was a woman in the classical 
sense. In her early years, as a 
young lady, even amidst the trag- 
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edies of the Armenian genocide, 
she served her fellow man by teach- 
ing children to read and later help- 
ing to nurse hundreds of girls in 
Aleppo. 

_In her middle years, she was a 
devoted wife to William, a loving, 
tender, ever-caring mother to 
Esther and Archie, and later to their 
families, grandchildren, great grand- 
child, brothers and _ relatives. 
Throughout all her life, her one 
recurring theme was faith, family 
and home. Never did she waver. 

“In her later years, her compassion- 
ate, creative nature compelled her, 
although ill, to write her memoirs, 
helped by her daughter Esther, 
describing the simple, God-fearing 
families of her “Nometown; their 
mode of life, their ascent through 
the infamy of mental and physical 
dangers of the massacres into the 
bright and glorious sunshine of 
America, of which she was a part. 
“From where did this remarkable 
woman draw her strength? From 
our Savior, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
This commitment never wavered. 
“When infirmity overtook her, her 
daughter Esther was constantly at 
her side. During my last visit, prior 
to her entering the hospital, she 
said, ‘I pray for all of you, my loved 
ones, three times a day.’ Now 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, she 
is in His loving care. 
“We grieve her departure from this 
earth, as an individual and as a 
mother, but we feel happy and 
deeply grateful that God loaned her 
to us, that we might receive her 
blessings, her love, her services, her 
compassionate creativity and her 
teachings — all of which will remain 
indelibly stamped on our hearts and 
minds for our lives forever. Amen.” 
The Board of Directors of the AMAA 
extends deep and heartfelt sympathies 
to their immediate past President and 
friend, Archie Cherkezian, during 
whose presidency the AMAA 60th 

Anniversary and the now famous Ellis 

Island Project were executed, as well 

as to the entire family of Perlanty Cher- 

kezian who, though absent from the 
body is present with her Lord. 


MRS. VICTORIA PHILIBOSIAN 

Mrs. Victoria Philibosian of Rumania, 
mother of our past President Mr. 
George Philibosian and current Modera- 
tor of the AEUNA, and daughter of 
the former Miss Laffjian and husband 
Mr. Missak Hubeserian of Talas, 
Caesarea, entered her eternal rest in 
Rumania on April 16, 1980. 

Victoria was born in Konia, Turkey, 
in 1897. She was a person of small 
physical stature but of tall moral prin- 
ciples, whose ethics and religion were 
genuinely visible in all her relation- 
ships. She was very well educated and 
was a wonderful human being. She 
taught in the elementary school in 
Konia before her marriage to Mr. 
Haigazoon Philibosian. The couple 
were blessed with four children — two 
daughters and two sons. Of the two 
brothers, George came to the United 

‘States in 1948 and Artin in 1970. Ar- 

tin died recently in U.S. and Niver, the 
older of the girls, died in Rumania in 
very touching circumstances causing 
the family deep grief. Niver was en- 
gaged to be married and a serious ill- 
ness took her away before her 
marriage. Angel lived with their 
mother until recently. 

The Philibosian family did not suffer 
the usual tragedies that most Ar- 
menians experienced because Haiga- 
zoon was a big supplier to the Turkish 
government along with his Turkish 
partner. Because of the Government’s 
needs, his family was not driven into 
the deserts. Haigazoon, who passed 
away in 1972, not only saved his 
family, but many other hundreds of 
Armenians. His relationship with his 
Turkish partner was such that instead 
of proceeding to the United States for 
which authority had been obtained, he 
took his family to Rumania because his 
partner wanted him nearby so they 
could visit. The Philibosians moved 
from Konia to Istanbul in 1918 and to 
Rumania in 1921, 

In spite of leaving her homeland; 
witnessing the death of her daughter, 
husband and son; and experiencing a 
mother’s loneliness on parting from 
her two sons, one for 34 and the other 
for 14 years as a result of the political 
situation in Rumania, she courageous- 


ly faced life due to her Christian faith 
until her death at age 84. At the time 
of her death, Victoria’s one remaining 
sister, Siranoush, was with her. 

The immediate surviving kin are her 
son George and spouse Alice Philibos- 
ian and their four sons and one 
daugher; Angel, her daughter; and 
her sister, Siranoush Arakelian, who is 
still in Rumania with her family. She is 
also survived by Artin’s wife and the 
latter's two daughters. 

The Board of Directors extends very 
sincere sympathies and prays that the 
memories of a loving, caring, intelligent, 
and Christian mother may sustain the 
immediate kin and become beacons of 
light for the same kind of life she be- 
lieved in and lived for. 

Karl Avakian 


MICHAEL VARTANIAN 

Mr. Michael Vartanian of Milwau- 
kee, Wisconsin entered his eternal rest 
on February 19, 1980 after a long and 
uncomfortable illness. Funeral services 
were held on February 22, 1980 at St. 
John’s Armenian Church in Green- 
field, Wisconsin. 

Mr. Vartanian left 200 AT&T. 
common stocks to the AMAA, the in- 
come from which will be used accord- 
ing to the stipulations of his Will. He 
also had assigned a similar amount of 
stocks to his Church, St. John’s Arme- 
nian Church, income from which is 
assigned for scholarships to deserving 
students of his church and the com- 
munity. 

Because of his love for music, Mr. 
Vartanian had an orchestra when still 
young. But due to the late hours this 
type of work demanded and because 
he realized that kind of life was not 
what he wanted, he went into the highly 
successful hairdressing business in 
which at one time he employed as 
many as 20 workers serving the top 
clientele of Milwaukee. 

Mr. Vartanian was married in July 
1948 to the former Lily (Aghavnie) 
Melikian who had come to the United 
States from Egypt in 1947. Her parents 
had emigrated from Sivas to Egypt 
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when she was only a baby. Mr. Var- 
tanian had also emigrated from Sivas 
to the United States in 1920. The 
couple were blessed with three sons: 
Edward, an MA graduate from the 
University of Wisconsin now employed 
as a computer programmer and analyst; 
David and Tom who are university 
students. 

The members of the Board of Direc- 
tors extend their deep sympathies to 
Mrs. Vartanian and her three sons, 
wishing all of them the courage that 
emanates from a trust in God and the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. 


MR. KHOREN GARABEDIAN 

We have recently learned of the 
passing away of Mr. Khoren Garabed- 
ian, brother of Mr. Hazar Garabedian 
of South Bend, Indiana. 

Khoren Garabedian was born in 
Rodosto in the Tekir Dagh Holy Cross 
Quarter on December 15, 1912. He 
served in the Second World War against 
the Japanese on the Island of Okinawa 
where he was also wounded and was 
discharged as a disabled American 
soldier. He died in the Veteran’s Ad- 
ministration Hospital on January 31, 
1980. Funeral services were from the 
Jack Sarafian Funeral Home on Feb- 
ruary 5, 1980 at 10:00 a.m. celebrated 
by Father Shahe Altoonian. Interment 
was at the Belmont Memorial Park 
Cemetery in Fresno, California. 

Surviving are his wife Marian; son 
Robert V., of Fresno; his mother, Eva, 
of South Bend, Indiana; a brother, 
Hazar, of South Bend, Indiana; and a 
sister, Kayanne Oxian of South Bend. 

The Board of Directors extends 
sympathy to his beloved wife Marian 
and the immediate kin. 


The AMAA Board of Directors ex- 
tend their heartfelt condolences to 
the families of the deceased through 
the medium of the AMAA NEWS. 


*Mrs. Aznive Arabian 

Belmont, MA 
Mrs. Makrouhi Kalaydjian 

Larnaca, Cyprus 

* Loutfig Koundakjian 
Lebanon 

*Dicran Mesrobian 
Michigan 

*Mrs. Victoria Tolajian 
Watertown, MA 


Mrs. Sion Vartanian 


Syracuse, N.Y. Nov., 1979 
Mr. John Avakian 
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Mr. Edward Nazarian 
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Mr. Frank Karabian 
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Fresno, CA Feb. 5, 1980 
* *Mr. Michael Vartanian 
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San Clemente, CA Feb. 20, 1980 
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*Mrs. Bessie May Dadukian 
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OUR MISSION IN IRAN 


Concerned individuals repeatedly ask, “Has Arpine been able to continue her 
work.” Yes, Arpine’s youth activities continue unabated. She reports as follows: 


“Jan. 1 - Jan. 31 — On Armenian Christmas Eve, I took our Youth Group Choir 
Christmas carolling and were gratefully and happily accepted. Some of the people 
gave us money which will go towards the purchase of a second-hand piano which 
will be used by the youth group members who wish to take piano lessons but do not 
own a piano. We accumulated 31,400 rials ($314) towards the piano which will 
cost 120,000 rials ($1,200). We hope our friends will help in supplying the addi- 
tional funds needed. The Youth Choir also sang in St. John’s Church after which 
five members were Officially accepted in the membership. A program was present- 
ed on Christmas afternoon by the Friday Bible School children of the Holy Spirit 
Church at Majedieh. The children enacted the Christmas story. 


“A winter retreat was held for the first time at Baghbesharat, our conference cen- 
ter on January 17. We prepared a cozy and warm place for our activities. It was a 


blessed day for all. 


“April 1 - April 30 — On Easter Sunday, April 6, our Youth Group led the Sun- 
tise Worship Service followed with breakfast served to the congregation by the 


young people. 


“A spring youth retreat was held on April 18 at Baghbesharat attended by 70 
young people from three of our church centers in Tehran. 


“With the revival of religion in our country, Christians have also been affected 
showing a keener interest in the truths of the Bible. We thank the Lord for His care 
and protection and despite the difficulties and unresiful situation in our country we 
are able to continue all our church and school activities on a regular basis.” 


Please pray for the work in Iran. The AMAA would like to hear from all the an- 


nual supporters and others as well. 


Dear A.M.A.A. 


While the time is ripe I do want to provide my financial support to the work 
of Arpine Aghabegian in Tehran and will pledge to pray for God's spirit to 
work in the hearts of the youth in Iran. 


Narine 2a 


Address=——$—$—$A— __ _ _ — —_ _ _ _  _ —  —  —____— 


Chih —— State = ss Zip. 


Your gifts to the A.M.A.A. are tax deductible and really appreciated. 


Armenian Missionary Association Projects 


Return Reply Form 


(Check the appropriate boxes, then tear out this form and mail in your envelope) 


My check or money order for $ is enclosed for the project listed belov 


My Name 
Street 
ea 
City State Zip UN a ea 
° 
I’M INTERESTED IN: 
©) ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL SOCIAL SERVICE °} INSTITUTE FOR THE ARMENIAN BLIND AND DEAF 
CENTER, LOS ANGELES The AMAA represents the Institute and transmits 
For multiple type assistance to new immigrants, the all donations to the Institute. Feel free to use our channel. .5 
AMAA needs $30,000 to encourage greater service.......$.. (1) AGHABEGIAN(MAHSHIGIAN) MISSION TO IRAN 
0) HAIGAZIAN COLLEGE ~ Our missionary to Iran needs greater assistance for 
To put the College budget in the black, her Sunday School, Daily Vacation Bible School, 
$250,000 are required............... $ Christian Endeavor, Youth Work and Evangelism 
C)ISTANBULYOUTHHOME in camps in Tehran and surroundings. ................. $ 


CJ CHILD EVANGELISM 

Your donations for this purpose may be marked for 
the following: 

—) For Child Evangelism work in the United States, 


Hliterate children from the interi 
their Christian heritage and nati 


¢ 


or # Turkey are taught 
onalidentity. ........... $ 
10 HIGH AND 40 ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 

To put these schools back on a non-deficit level, 


$150,000 are required..-............. 5 $5,000 are Needed... 6. ccc ccccrncccceee cone cncs ces $ 
Val OO ain (3 Christian Endeavor Union, Kchag, Lebanon..........$ 
G TRAINING OF THEOLOGICAL STUDENTS (1 Mrs. Arpine (Mahshigian) Aghabegian, Tehran 
Scholarship Provisions will bring great spiritual returns $ and Isfahan, Iran...... ete entree ete e center eee: $ 
(J RECRUITMENT OF MINISTERIAL CANDIDATES (3 The Rev. Krikor Demirjian, Athens, Greece .......... $ 


The Executive Director will be going ona recruiting tour 
soon. Contributions to the cost of the program and 
scholarships are being called for. ........, 
| LUNCH FOR CHILDREN = 
Lunch arrangements tor needy children are carried out 


in Turkey, Lebanon, Syria, Greece and | 
CAMPS FOR CHILDREN ran. Help needed. $ 


Such provision for needy children exists j 

; sts in Turkey, 
Senn Syria, Greece, and Iran. Let us edhe (3 PUBLICATIONS 
opportunities for the upbuilding of youth. ORS: css.aeetiee et « «AR ped ta Ey otis eae $ 
OP BlORVOUTN 15 aves 5 Sir.0s.2 $ 0 Bo 
) MEDICAL EXPENSES CI AMAA News, Paramus, N.J.....-. 0... cee eee eee 5. 


Regular appeals are made to the AM i WME 

: AA to assist 
with the medical expenses of the ae 3 ee 
help them, please. ate 


() ADULT EVANGELISM 

We are “enablers” in the preaching of the Gospel in 
$ word and print. Without such encouragement, all of 
-_———— our helpers would suffer in their efforts to reach people. 
C)] Misak Gunay in Istanbul and his publication Sevgi Yolu $ 
(J Tchanasser, bi-monthly of Beirut ............---+55 $ 
(JPamper, monthly of France .....-...---+ 0s eeee eee ees $ 
© Rev. Yesayi Sarmazian’s Amanos Mission, Lebanon .. S 


OFS 7 Sie SE ic Ce $ C0 Please open an Endowment Fund per terms of letter . . .S 
CG RELIEF FORLEBANON ..............._. $ Snide Meehan: $100.00) 
(1 SOUTH AMERICAN MISSION.................... $ (0 Please add to my existing Endowment Fund ...... --- $___ 


(Minimum $25.00) 


ee 


OI WOULD LIKE TO HA VE MY NAME A 
ND ADDRESS 
ADDED TO YOUR MAILING LIST 
Name 


1 MY ADDRESS HAS CHANGED. MY CORRECT ADDRESS 1S AS 
FOLLOWS: (Please include old address label) 


ie CN 


Street 
a ae Stree 


City_____________ State. ip City _—$—$<$<$______ State. 5 ZIP 


c £] THE AMAA OFFICE WAS INFORMED TO REMOVE THE AD- 


! RECEIVE DUPLICATE MAIL. PLEASE 
REMOVE THE LESS ress LISTED BELOW. PLEASE DO NOT FAIL TO EXECUTE 


PREFERRED ADDRESS WHICH IS: 


THIS FINAL REQUEST. 
Name__ 
Name. 
1c <a aS cS Pe a 
; Street = 
City State Zip oe . 
City : . State Zip 


LIST OF AVAILABLE BOOKS AND RECORDS "91 Kazanjian, Aghavni H. Broxya OntenzOunney (dries Seadondss 7.00 
ae Hard C * = In Armenian) 68d Keshishian, Aram. The Witness of the Armenian Church wit 
(LEGEND: pb = Paper Bound; hc = Hard Cover; © = in a Diaspora Situation........- Jeet eee eseeseneeeeeereeees : 
93c Armaghanian, Arsha’s World &Yours (IC); « « sacle siesta 4.95 68b Keshishian, Mark. A Guide to Oriental Rugs (hc)........... ls 
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IF YOU ALREADY HAVE A WILL... 


Mr. M, felt good about having his will written. He tucked It safely away in his 
bank box, breathed a contented sigh, and never thought about it again. 

He had provided for his wife, has son, and his favorite charity, feeling that the 
amount he had designated for each would be appropriate. He provided the 
Nesessary resources to sce his family through adjustments, supply income for his 
wife, and a healthy boost to the charity, which was the residual beneficiary also. 

During the next twenty years, Mr. M. prospered far more than he had expected. 
His estate grew, through fortunate investments and an inheritance from his uncle. 

When Mr. M. died, his astonished wife and son learned that she was to receive 
$15,000 of the estate, the son $5,000, and another $5,000, plus the residue to 
the charity. . . $150,000! 

Peat the will, a and son were able to equalize the bequests; 
, the process was and cost them 

a “Sa y : considerably in expense as well 

Mr, M, had reviewed his will ever-once during those twer , he would 

re seen immediately that a new will was called for. . . but ee ie to 

50. 

Reports indicate that more than half the adults who die in America 
each year do not have wills. And of those who do, most should have updated 
their wills at some point. 

Here are a few of the reasons a will might need changing: 

1) A move to a new state of residence. State laws govern the distribution of 
estates, and these laws vary from state to state. If you move to another state, be 


sure to have an a! in your new state i 
Satiation 7 y review your will to be sure it complies 


2) A death In the family, or birth, or marriage. Any change in the family mem- 
ship should call for a review of your will, to be sure that you have included all the 
heirs you intend to, and that any bequest for a deceased member is covered by 
the proper clause. Married names of daughters, nieces, sisters should be given. 

3) An inheritance. Your will should reflect the new addition to your estate, and 
if you feel the property should revert back to your side of the family (rather than to 
4 spouse) after your death, this should be designated in your will. 

4) A change in your giving interests. Through the years significant changes do 
Occur in our values, in our personal involvement in charitable causes of many 
kinds. . . and certainly many people grow in their commitment to Christ and the 
Great Commission. You may find that a will written many years ago Is inadequate 
because it does not include a bequest for missions, If this is one of your lifetime 
concerns. 
on Ween last wall and testament” doesn't have to be your final 

. ten or amended at any time. A new will, properly signed, 
witnessed and dated, replaces any previous wil. 

For further information on writing or updating your will, write to: Planned 


WE'RE ASKING 
FOR YOUR 
FINAL GIFT 

TO MISSIONS! 


Your final gift? Yes, that gift which you 
can plan now and give later — through 
a bequest in your will. (Of course, we 
trust you'll want to continue giving in 
the meantime, too!) The world out- 
reach of the AEUNA/AMAA will be 
accomplished as dedicated people plan 
and give, including thelr testamentary 
gifts. 


A will ls of primary 
importance for 
your family, too. 
You'll do them a 
favor if you write 
your will — and 
keep it up-to-date. 
For help in writing or updating your 
will, write tor our free booklet, “37 
Things People ‘Know’ About Wills That 
Aren't Really So.” It is an authoritative 
and eye-opening publication and It's 
yours on request, There's no obligation. 
CLIP AND MAM see 
To: Planned Giving Department 

AEUNA/ AMAA 

140 Forest Avenue 

Paramus, N.J. 07652 
0 Please send me a free copy of the 

booklet, "37 Things People ‘Know™ 
About Wills That Aren't Really So.” 
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